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National Poll Interstate Travel Restrictions 
Pertaining Hansen’s Disease 


For many years patients with Hansen’s 
been barred from travel 
public transportation outmoded fed- 
and state laws which grew out 
ignorance, and misconception, 
These laws were, effect, the result 
unwarranted fear the part the 
uninformed public, and the recognition 
this fear the passing unjustified 
restrictions served the same time 
stimulate the fear. The effect upon the 
patient who came Carville 
for Hansen’s disease was that 
found himself separated from his fam- 
ily distances too great for occasional 
reunion through the use private trans- 
nortation. Even where the distance was 
short, private transportation was avail- 
able usually only rates far above those 
carriers, and result, often 


This prolonged sevaration, which fre- 
qvently stretches over period ten 
twenty years, destroys family groups, 
strains marital bonds beyond the break- 
ing point, and makes practically im- 
nossible for the patient readjust 
the competitive 
Carville when discharged. Under 
these conditions patients become des- 
pondent and their health fails im- 
rrove. know then that travel restric- 
tions are opposed the present and 
future well-being, adjustment, 
the patient, But must 
ask well, there medical reason for 
the restriction the travel patients 
with protection for the 
public? The answer simple, concise, 
and definite no, The attitude patients 
towards this limitation their move- 
ments was expressed 1946, when 
proposed educational 
mitted the United Patients’ Commit- 
tee the Surgeon General’s National 
Advisory Committee HD, was said, 
“The patients this hospital 
exclusion from the use common car- 
riers....until the communicability the 
disease can successfully demonstrated, 
and then its communicability should 
infinitely greater than tuberculosis 
syphilis which are not subject such 
restrictions.” Carville doctors who ex- 
pressed themselves this subject agreed 
that there danger the public 
from patient with traveling 
bus, train, plane. 

Recognizing the validity these 
views, and the certainty that 
tient’s well-being and his willingness 
come Carville for treatment hinge 
great extent the amount free- 
dom which can retain, the U.S. 
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lic Health Service 1947 removed Han- 
sen’s disease from the list diseases 
which require interstate travel permits. 
That same year, Dr. Williams, 
then Chief the Bureau Medical 
Services the USPHS, attempted ob- 
tain approval from the Railroad Passen- 
ger Committee the 
United States permit persons under 
treatment Hansen’s disease the 
Public Health Service Carville, Lou- 
isiana, authorized leave, travel 
common carriers without restrictions. 
The chairman this committee was un- 
obtain the concurrence the 
individual The reason given 
the agents was that public 
might opposed. 

addition the federal laws and 
there are the restrictions 
exercised the various states, 
effort determine the position each 
THE STAR recently completed 
noll the much greater 
states than anticipated 
heve restrictions and even more en- 
coureging the tone many the 
other letters. Some these say that the 
state willing follow recommenda- 
ticn the USPHS establishing 
which would not restrict the trav- 
Carville patients, seeking such 
recommendation, the Association 
State and Territorial Health Officers, 
unaware the 1947 change 
the Federal regulations, asked the 
USPHS 1951, and again 1952, 
patients with far have 
been able learn, the USPHS did not 
inform the Association State and Ter- 
ritorial Health Officers this point, 
but presumably recommendation from 
the USPHS that the states follow the 
Federal Government’s lead and remove 
its travel restrictions would well re- 
ceived and would bring some concrete 
results. 


If, therefore, such recommendation 
were forthcoming from the USPHS, 
rezsonable presume that public opin- 
ion would the only real barrier 
surmounted. While there ad- 
mittedly much need for continuing ef- 
fort educate the public under- 
standing HD, considerable progress 
has been made since 1947 when the 
USPHS first contacted the railroads 
There has always been difference 
between the patients making 
their proposals and the USPHS re- 
ceiving the proposals whether the 
USPHS asserting its policy should 
follow public opinion should help 
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mold it. continue believe that 
such opposition the general public 
might still remain would greatly in- 
fluenced forthright statement from 
the USPHS that there danger 
the public from patients with Hansen’s 
disease riding common carriers. 


true that the Federal Govern- 
ment has quietly gone about the remov- 
its own restrictions. The current 
Interstate Quarantine Regulations, 
which later reprint Part 72, Title 
42, Code Federal Regulations, 
amended March 1951, paragraph 72.2, 
says: the purposes this part, the 
following shall considered com- 
municable diseases....” Included that 
list are tuberculosis and syphilis, but 
Hansen’s disease not mentioned. Yet 
attempt made control the travel 
impossible so. But the other 
hand, Carville patients with Hansen’s 
disease are still being subjected re- 
strictions, would now seem time for 
the USPHS convert its quietly effec- 
tive program removing Federal re- 
strictions one direct appeal the 
Association State Territorial 
Health Officers and the individual 
state health departments. 


For our part THE STAR calls the 
attention its readers the listing 
their states the categories below. 
may your desire express your opin- 
ion member the public the 
director health your state. 


States with Restrictions 
the Travel Patients with 
Hansen’s Disease 


ARKANSAS—“The Arkansas State 
Board Health has regulation per- 
fore does not conflict with any Federal 
regulation.”—A. Washburn, D., 
Director, Division Control, Little 
Rock, 
state restrictions Delaware the 
travel patients with Hansen’s disease.” 
—F. Hudson, M.D., Executive Secre- 
tary, Delaware State Board Health, 
Dover. 
GEORGIA--“There are laws reg- 
ulations which restrict the travel pa- 
tients with (Hansen’s disease) 
Murphy, M.D., Director, Division 
Epidemiology, Atlanta. 
INDIANA—“The attorney for the State 
Board Health has informed that 
(continued next page) 
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state law regard travel common 
carriers within the State Indiana 
persons suffering from dis- 
Marshall, M.D., Com- 
municable Disease Control, Indianapo- 
lis. 

KANSAS—“The State Board Health 
has objection any patient with 
Hansen’s disease authorized leave 
from Carville traveling through the 
State Kansas, They may travel any 
conveyance and stay any locality 
hostelry that they Leon Bau- 
man, M.D., M.P.H., Director Public 
Health, Wichita-Sedgwick County, 
MAINE—“In the State Maine there 
restriction the travel com- 
mon carrier patients with Hansen’s 
Health, Augusta. 
are 
restrictions upon the coming going 
persons suffering from (Hansen’s dis- 
ease) this Feemster, 
M.D., Director, Division Communi- 
cable Diseases, Boston. 
MICHIGAN—“There are regulations 
governing the conduct the 
Leeder, M.D., Director, Division 
Disease Control, Records and Statistics, 
Lansing. 

local health de- 
partment and the state health depart- 
ment undoubtedly has authority res- 
trict the travel patients with Hansen’s 
disease such travel constitutes dan- 
ger the public health. Under the pres- 
ent circumstances there would little 
difficulty this respect.”—D. Flem- 
ing, M.D., Chief, Section Prevent- 
able Diseases, Minneapolis. 
prohibition 
travel common carriers Ne- 
braska insofar our state laws, rules 
and regulations are concerned.”—E, 
Rogers, M.D., M.P.H., Acting Director 
Health, Lincoln. 

tions for patients with Hansen’s disease 
Korns, M.D., Director, Bureau Epi- 
demiology and Communicable Disease 
Control, Albany. 

NORTH are re- 
strictions the travel patients.” 
—Russell Saxvik, M.D., State Health 
Officer Bismark. 
PENNSYLVANIA—“There are stat- 
utes Pennsylvania’s books forbidding 
travel common carriers those with 
Hansen’s Moore Campbell, 
M.D., Deputy Secretary Health, Har- 
risburg. 

SOUTH 
time the State South Dakota has 
laws which place any restrictions 
patients with Hansen’s dis- 


Van Heuvelen, M.D., State 
Health Officer, 
letter (from the 
Tennessee Department Health) stated 
that there were special restrictions 
travel for patients, other than any 
which the Federal Government might 
impose. understand it, the Federal 
Government has none; this means 
that Tennessee has none 
Weiss, Executive Secretary, 
Women’s Grand Lodge, Mem- 
phis. 

restrictions 
interstate travel persons with Han- 
sen’s disease. The code Virginia has 
M.D., Director, Communicable Disease 
Control, Richmond. 

public health regulations West 
Virginia restricting the travel these 
Dyer, M.D., M.P.H., 
State Director Health, Charleston. 
the opinion this 
office that there restriction any 
person having Hansen’s 
ing through the State Wyo- 
McEnery, M.D., Director, 
Division Communicable Disease Con- 
trol, Cheyenne. 


States Whose Policy Travel 
Based APHA 
Recommendations 


The replies from some states our 
inquiries require some 
The five states this division abide 
the recommendation the American 
Public Health Association which states 
part: “In those parts the United 
States the temperate zone and fur- 
ther north where the disease shows 
tendency spread, suitable medical 
and nursing care infected persons 
sufficient without segregation coloni- 
only Texas, Louisiana, 
Florida, and California are considered 
endemic states, seems reasonable 
place the interpretation 
tions the policy travel those 
other states which have 
law and follow the policy the APHA. 
Maryland State 
Board Health has adopted the green 
book published the American Pub- 
Health note there 
recommendation said book quar- 
demiologist, Baltimore. 
NEVADA—“The Nevada State Board 
Health adopted the regulations 
the booklet “The Control Communi- 
cable Diseases Man’ the official 
Communicable Disease regulations for 
the state Nevada.”—Daniel Hur- 
ley, M.D., Acting State Health Officer, 
Carson City, 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE—“There are 
laws covering this situation insofar 
New Hampshire concerned. The pol- 
icy however, follow the regulations 
recommended the United States Pub- 
lic Health Service and the American 
Public Health Association.” Clifford 
Wells, M.D., Director, Bureau Com- 
municable Disease Control, Concord. 
SOUTH Caro- 
lina does not have any intrastate re- 
strictions the travel patients. 
South Carolina uses the regulations 
stated “The Control Communica- 
ble Diseases Man,’ and the acute 
cases would handled accordance 
with these Wy- 
man, M.D. State Health Officer, Col- 
umbia. 
UTAH—“Hansen’s Disease covered 
specifically the Regulations the 
State Health Department and the refer- 
ence “The Control Communicable 
Diseases’ published the 
Jenkins, M.D., H., Director, 
Division Disease Control, Salt Lake 
City. 
States Which Require Travel 
Permits 
our knowledge, 
have had report changes the 
strictions the travel for patients with 
Hansen’s disease. Therefore, still re- 
quire certificate for travel through the 
Director, Bureau Preventable Dis- 
eases. Montgomery. 
ARIZONA— “It understood that 
any time patients authorized leave 
from Carville desire pass through the 
State Arizona traveling auto 
train, such request, application, 
would given every consideration and 
all probability would granted.” 
—From official the Arizona State 
Health Department, Phoenix. 
the 
local health officer must obtained 
before communicable patient can 
brought his particular community.” 
—James Hart, M.P.H., Direc- 
tor, Bureau Preventable Diseases, 
Hartford. 
NEW MEXICO—“Specifically with ref- 
erence your question, patient with 
Hansen’s Disease requires the approval 
the Director, State Department 
Public Health this State, travel 
from place place the State once 
the diagnosis Hansen’s Disease has 
been Zises, M.D., 
State Department Public Health, 
Santa Fe. 
WASHINGTON—“T might say that 
Public Health regulations would ap- 
ply interstate carriers, and they 
have restrictions, there would 
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none ours that would interfere the 
person needing permission obtained 
Epidemiology Laboratory Sections, 
Seattle. 


States Which Have Specific 
Restrictions Travel 
Patients 


The following states have general re- 
strictions which govern the travel 
people with communicable disease. 
Whether patient with would 
subject restrictions would mat- 
ter judgment for the local health of- 
feel, that the USPHS would achieve 
good results from recommendation 
that Hansen’s disease for the purpose 
travel considered non-communi- 
cable disease. 

CALIFORNIA—“....we have specific 
regulations covering travel patients 
with 
Gray, M.D., Epidemiology Section, 
Berkeley. 

specific law deal- 
ing with Hansen’s disease insofar in- 
terstate travel concerned, There 
only the general section which deals 
with the transportation patients with 
communicable diseases, This rule reads 
follows: person with any com- 
municable disease shall not change his 
place residence abode, while suf- 
fering from such disease, except per- 
mission the local health officer.’ You 
will note from the above that does 
leave this the judgment the local 
health officer and subject his in- 
terpretation.”—L. Peterson, Depart- 
ment Public Health, Boise. 
usual regulations regard- 
ing the control communicable dis- 
eases apply that Hansen’s disease.” 
—Walter Bierring, M.D., Commis- 
sioner, Des Moines. 

MISSISSIPPI—“In Mississippi have 
law which specifically says that cases 
Hansen’s disease cannot travel with- 
the state....Although there trend 
the direction eliminating all re- 
strictions (Hansen’s disease) feel 
quite sure that public sentiment 
Mississippi not such would permit 
ignoring the possibility 
disease) Gray, M.D. 
Director, Division Preventable Dis- 
ease Control, Jackson, 

ific regulations about Hansen’s disease 
the New Jersey health laws regu- 
ations. assumed that general reg- 
lations for communicable diseases 
would apply. These general regulations 
the local health officer take 
necessary steps protect the public 
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Weigle, M.D., M.P.H., 
Director, Division Preventable Dis- 
eases, Trenton. 

cannot find anything the 
Texas laws which prohibits its patients 
with Hansen’s disease from riding 
common carriers. you know the pro- 
cedure used the U.S. Public Health 
Service transferring patients Car- 
ville, will not into that but those 
are the only restrictions know of.” 
Bracy, Director, Public Health 
Fducation, Texas State Department 
Austin. 

are 
tions travel patients with Han- 
sen’s disease. This would the op- 
tion the State Health Commission.” 
—R. Aiken, M.D., Commissioner 
Health, Burlington. 


States Which Apparently Have 
Restrictions 


imposes 
suffering from Hansen’s disease, 
but has regulation calling for isola- 
tion bacteriologically positive cases 
occurring endemic form until con- 
dition apparent arrest has been pres- 
ent for least six months.”—D. Rob- 
erts, M.D., Chief Epidemiology 
Sections, Denver. 

have permitted patients going and 
from Carville travel private auto- 
mobile. not recall that have re- 
quired special railroad car for the 
transportation any (Hansen) case for 
number years. feel that the 
movement these patients auto- 
mobile Parks, M.D., 
M.P.H., Bureau Preventable diseases, 
Jacksonville. 

ILLINOIS—“Unless 
tient has been demonstrated non- 
infectious, his travel and use pub- 
lic transportation for travel 
Rose, M.D., 
Chief, Bureau Epidemiology, Spring- 
field. 

KENTUCKY—“The present regulation 
reads that ‘travel common carriers 
patients isolation prohibited until 
the period isolation has 
Ernest Rivers, Jr., Legal Staff, Ken- 
tucky State Department Health, 
Louisville, 
LOUISIANA—“Transportation 
tients the National Hansenarium 
any other institution shall 
ranged and supervised the health of- 
Code State Louisi- 
ana, New Orleans. 

NORTH travel 
common carriers patients isolation 
ited until the period isolation 
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quarantine has ended except 
vided Federal regulations, under the 
precautions therein specified, for the 
transportation patients (Han- 
senarium) Communicable 
Diseases North Carolina, Raleigh. 
techniques would 
have observed during travel 
the patient was known in- 
Went- 
worth, M.D., Acting Chief, Division 
Communicable Diseases, Columbus. 
WISCONSIN—“Transportation must 
made private conveyance and 
proper precautions exercised prevent 
needless exposure all persons who 
may come contact with the patient 
during M.D.,Di- 
rector, Section Preventable Diseases, 


Unclassified States 


have actually given per- 
mission for bacteriologically positive pa- 
tients Carville travel into Missouri 
the basis recommendation from 
the Medical Officer Charge the 
Belden, M.D., M.P.H., 
Bureau Jefferson City. 
MONTANA—“Admission 
tional advised for 
most ‘cases. Treatment the home com- 
munity without limitation movement 
may authorized with the approval 
the health McLean, 
Acting Exec. Officer, State Board 
Health, Helena. 

OKLAHOMA—“We not object 
your guest traveling the state she 
does not have open lesions case 
she should have open lesions not 
her traveling private con- 
veyance.”—G. Mathews, D., Com- 
missioner Health, Oklahoma City. 
OREGON—“Admission national 
(Hansenarium) advised: however, home 
treatment without limitation move- 
ment may authorized with approval 
municable Diseases, Oregon State Board 
Health, Portland, 

that have been able find which re- 
stricts the travel patients with Han- 
sen’s disease within this state. The rules 
and regulations adopted the Rhode 
Island Public Health Association and 
approved the director the Rhode 
Island department health provides 
for ‘Isolation (Hansenarium) 
where this possible until the healing 
all lesions skin and mucous mem- 
branes, and the patient has been ob- 
served the arrested stage the dis- 
ease for not less than six 
McAteer, M.D., 
Chief, Division Communicable Dis- 
eases, Providence. 


Nature’s Nobleman 


Mom Miiler 


Mom Miller, the STAR’s illuminates her words with thewarmth and vigor her own 
and she her best when doing human interest stories such this oneand the book review the opposite page. 


One nature’s noblemen, described 
his associates “distinguished 
gentleman refinement, possessed 
marvelous sense humor and blessed 
with soft voice that turns away wrath, 
and extraordinary kindliness,” now 
member the “400” Carville, U.S.A. 

This gentleman the old school, the 
new school and all schools life, 
retired missionary the Presbyterian 
church with years colorful 
service China. Dr. Frank 
Brown, Virginian who married Char- 
lotte Thompson, also pioneer trail 
blazer expanded instruction China. 


Brown the manuscript 
new book. was labor love. 


Sense, sentiment and saving grace, in- 
spired strong background re- 
ligious education might considered 
standard equipment for performance 
missionaries who propogate 
the religious teachings their respec- 
tive churches, Their high achievement 
foreign fields constantly stimulated 
strong liking for places and peoples, 

Early this year Dr. Brown was treated 
for arthritis and what was considered 
drug rash, but had the feeling there 
was more the diagnosis than that, 
requested test for Hansen’s disease. 
The test was positive. When wrote 
amily and friends, after resigning from 
his position supply pastor North 
Carolina church, this how broke 
the news: have been wondering how 
inform friends, for though have 
nothing hide. neither have any- 
thing advertise” told the 
diagnosis confirming Hansen’s disease 
contracted, presumably China where 
common and taken stride. 

Dr. Brown graduated from Hampden 
Sydney College, Virginia (Class 1901) 
and attended Union Theological Sem- 
inary Richmond. 

This nobleman nature’s making 
was engaged 


work for years before going into the 
foreign mission field. much 
about many YMCA secre- 
tary: learned more about more while 
working with and for the West Vir- 
ginia coal miners. also served sec- 
retary the Layman’s Missionary Move- 
ment, all valuable experience trans- 
mit two sons—one now medical 
missionary Japan, the other preach- 
Korea. 

When asked “How long did take 
you learn Chinese 
the answer was short and the point. 
“You begin learn the words soon 
you get there you don’t eat. You 
try one word, then another, you don’t 
mind being laughed with, and 
soon the waters understanding are 
over your head, You are deep, and 
you may sputter but you will speak the 
dialect,” 


Dr. Brown, left,and Mr. Elliott Jones, 
members the Class 1901, Hamp- 
den Sydney College. These two gentle- 
men Virginia had not seen heard 
from one another the years that 
have elapsed since their graduation un- 
til one day recently when they had 
wonderful reunion right here 

Happy recollections poured forth and 
while Mr. Jones was getting word 
edgeways, out came the school 
which shows that boys will boys 
whether 70. 

Jones retired sugar planter, 
living Crescent Farm, Houma, La. 
who have come call Dr. Brown, 
These have also included Dr, Edward 
Grant, Director Institutions for the 
State Louisiana, whom Dr. Brown 
met China; and Dr. David Stitt, Pres- 
ident, Theological Seminary, Austin, 
Texas. 

sionary contracting Hansen’s disease, 
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the answer was unqualified “No.” 
Dr. Frank Brown has the distinction 
being the first out hundreds 
foreign missionaries his church, 
Southern Presbyterian, contract 
illness that one wants but one which 
today being treated with miracle drugs 
and skill. 

Dr. Brown terms the section where 
worked long and arduously, China’s 
Mason-Dixon line, because 
tles were fought and around that 

Commenting situations yester- 
day, today and tomorrow China, Dr, 
Brown told the Japanese aerial bom- 
bardment Souchow, which lasted for 
months. During this time Madame 
Chiang Kai Shek visited the beleagured 
city more than once the interest 
war offerings. one occasion, Dr. 
Brown said her, you aie 
very brave woman.” Her prompt re- 
ply was, always wherever hus- 
band goes.” 

Psalm her husband matter his- 
tory. Brown asked, “Could you tell 
what Psalm was you read the 
General years ago when was great 
Madame recalled the incident 
and said, saw was very nervous, 
picked Bible and read Psalm. 
don’t remember which one.” 

Dr. Brown quoted the 46th Psalm 
Chinese, her face lit up, That was the 
Psalm that had soothed the General 
sleep. 

When asked “why did China 
communistic” and “will perman- 
ent.” Dr. Brown expressed liking for 
the answer given Madame Wu, who 
the office the Governor For- 
mosa, said, the Nationalists, let 
the inner fires out.” That, con- 
the best answer date. The sec- 
ond part the question rated 
sounding, “NO! will either run its 
course and die, will greatly 
modified, there the possibility 
revolution civil war that 
will forever banish it. The Chinese are 
great people, Not more than 10% favor 
communism, They are great 
remarkable people. Their great- 
ness has come down through the ages. 
The last word has not yet been spoken 
for China.” This the opinion 
gallant new resident Carville, U.S.A.. 
Dr. Frank Brown, who December 
will celebrate his years 
purposeful living. 
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CHARLOTTE Mother 
China Frank Brown, author 
Made His Ambition, The Log 

Comer, and The Last Hundred 
ment Institutions. 


The stirring story Charlotte 
Brown, missionary China, 
the Southern Presbyter- 
ian Church, told the one person 
best able relate intimate picture 
the missionary’s home life, her hus- 
band and the father “the boys,” Dr. 
Frank Brown, now retired and able 
give more time writing and re- 
writing. 

This memoir Mrs. Brown’s work 
story telling its best, accenting ad- 
venture, humor, tragedy, danger and 
daring both public and private life 
the men and women who make church 
history foreign missions. was writ- 
ten largely for and dedicated the 
grandchildren, Carol, Mary, 
now Japan. 

Charlotte, the second 
dren born Dr, John and Janie Eliza 
Thompson, had every-day examples 
Christian and the influence 
family prayers from her cradle days. 
Her mother was devoted student the 
Bible, and popular teacher the 
most popular book all times. 

The class was known the Mothers 
Class and its soon became al- 
fectionately known Mother Thomp- 
son, not only the church Atlanta, 
Georgia, but her community. Later 
that class, for twenty years, contributed 
generously the support 
Bible class China. 

Two Mother daugi- 
ters volunteered for and, might 
said, pioneered the foreign mission 
field. Mary, after graduating from Agnes 
Scott, sailed for China 1908, 
Charlotte the following year. 
made ten thousand mile journey 
her home town Georgia Suchow, 
the province Kiangsu, four hun- 
dred miles north Shanghai, 
thousand year old walls guarded 
that had slept through the centuries 
waiting for the coming the 
which she was one the bearers, 

was 1914 that she finally 
“yes” Frank Brown’s proposal 
marry and merge mutuality interest 
beating new paths old doors, with 
understanding proof that the 
message not for one, some, but 
mankind. 

Beset many things including wars, 
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many missionaries were kept busy mov- 
ing from the interior the coastal 
areas, and back again when the bomb- 
ing seemed have spent its fury. Refu- 
gees learned the quickest way pack 
was dump everything you could get 
your hands hurry into sheet, 
tie the four corners snug and fast, sling 
over your shoulders and run. 
was the order many days and nights, 
Charlotte frequently found her work 
plans completely upset requiring rear- 
rangement, but her high courage and 
adaptability kept her aware 
the fact that turmoil was only part 
the picture. 

This splendid tribute one na- 
ture’s noblewomen contains stories 
seven little Missionaries, Mother 
Thompson and the Central Church, At- 
lanta, the Confederate Museum Rich- 
mond, the CALL, famine relief, run 
not run, those stubborn mission- 
aries, under fire, the city falls, death 
the gate, the home, fortress, famous 
visitors, childrens’ fun, the country 
road, tent pioneering, and church 
born. With the telling all that book 
born, book that will interest any 
and all readers any and all walks 
life. relates not only personal story 
but interesting incidents about such in- 
ternationally known figures Mad- 
Chiang Kai Shek, General George 
Marshall, General Joseph Stillwell, Am- 
bassador Stuart and others whose paths 
crossed the lives Charlotte and Frank 
Brown. 

published and will mailed 
from Nashville, Tenn. cloth bound 
and the price $1.50. Add 25¢ for 
overseas mail. 

Order from: 


Frank Brown 
Public Health Service Hospital 
Carville, 
Publication date November 18, 1953. 


New Yorker Carries Article 


Variety spices the sophisticated prose 
and poetry The New Yorker, running 
the gamut from grave gay, and from 
lively severe. But even so, was quite 
surprise article about Han- 
sen’s disease that magazine, and 
lengthy one, too. The article titled “The 
Lonely Road” appeared The New 
Yorker (Oct. 17, 1953) under Annals 
Medicine (pages 100-115), signed 
Berton Roueche. 

Mr. Roueche pegged his article 
actual case history drawn from the 
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records the New York City Depart- 
ment Health. The case was that 
Roberto Ramirez, native Puerto 
Rico, living New York, relating his 
experience from the time was diag- 
nosed 1934 having Hansen’s dis- 
ezse, until his death years later, not 
from but from heart condition. 

The article shows how humanely the 
New York Health 
handles cases Hansen’s disease com- 
ing within its jurisdiction. told him 
what the test showed, what 
and what isn’t, and what about 
it—or, rather, what.we don’t do. made 
that plainer plain. That had 
intention sending him away. That 
his life was more over than mine.” 
Speaking was David Singer, Chiet 
Diagnostician the New York City De- 
partment Health, who quoted ex- 
tensively throughout the narra.tive 
“Most people are still living the 
Middle Ages far their understand- 
ing leprosy concerned. Particular- 
how handle it....Carville for 
the very unfortunate few. And it’s hard- 
prison. It’s hospital—one the 
finest the 

Singer have not heard the Havana 
Congress resolution re-affirmed Mad- 
rid recommending that the word “leper” 
designate the patient abandoned, 
for they use throughout and, course, 
they also use the root from which the 
odious five letter word sprouts, the name 
“leprosy” retained the Congresses 
the “scientific designation” for the dis- 
ease. However, Dr. Singer refers “lep- 
rosy” “nightmare word” and this 
are complete agreement. Readers 
Mr. Roueche’s article will too, for 
turns back the hands time days 
mental and physical torture, suffered 
fluencing social attitudes today. “The 
architect lepraphobia was Moses.” 

“The Lonely Road” presents consid- 
erable information about Hansen’s dis- 
ease and some misinformation, probabiy 
culled from old text books. heavily 
padded with historical data, some 
which was obviously copied from second 
and third hand sources, not 
liable. 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


Phone 


| 


Modern transportation links Kalaupapa with Honolulu and neighbor islands. Today 
all mail and daily newspapers are delivered Kalaupapa air. Air transportation 
also facilitates travel medical specialists the Settlement and affords patients 
quick, easy access the best medical care available Honolulu. 


Not only medical treatment, but rehabili- 
tation stressed Hale Mohalu. For this 
purpose Hale Mohalu school opened Sep- 
tember, 1951. Instructor Mrs. Mae Keaka, 
regular teacher with the department pub- 
lic instruction. Students are taught the reg- 
ular DPI curriculum and take part extra- 
curricular activities such plays, operet- 
tas, holiday functions. 


efforts knock out mal- 
ady that used cause unwarranted fear 
and ostracism making headway, and 
may practically eliminate Hansen’s dis- 
ease public health problem within 
the next generation. 

Locating the disease its early stages 
through case finding clinics all is- 
lands, and starting 


ment with sulfone drugs, has almost 
completely eliminated the crippling and 
effects the malady. 
Futhermore, the number 
steadily declining. From 1,200 persons 
under isolation for this disease around 
the turn the century, the number 
583 1933, and 252 ac- 
tive cases December 31, 1952. Tem- 
release cases numbered 199 
the end This decline has been 
registered although the pop- 


Patients pursue interesting 
hobbies. One patient Kalaupapa Settle- 
ment, Molokai, operates amateur radio 
station broadcasting through his call letters, 
“King How Six Tough Situation” 
Other patients there are avid stamp collec- 
tors and great the interest fishing 
that Rod and Reel club has been organized 
with trophies for prize catches. 


inning 


Yutaka 


Information Specialist, Territorial 


(Photos Tom Fujise, 
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Aerial view Hale Mohalu. located 
Oahu, and was opened Oct. 12, 1949. 
into attractive quarters for patients. the right 
entrance Hale Mohalu the upper left. 


ulation has nearly tripled since 1900. 

New patients are first admitted 
Hale Mohalu (Hawaiian word mean- 
Pearl City, Oahu. Some are later per- 
mitted transfer Kalaupapa settle- 
ment Molokai, home for many pa- 
tients receiving treatment there. 

Hale Mohalu observed its fourth an- 
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Health, Honolulu, Hawaii 


Department Health). 
Weekly, October 18, 1953) 


approximately acres Pearl City, 
rtimé WAVE barracks have been remodeled 
right the Kamehameha Highway and the 


last night. This hospital 

Pearl City was established October 
12, 1949, the territorial board 
health felt that the unit there was 

improved location over the 
century old receiving station 

Formerly, patients stayed Kalihi 
only brief period before going 
Kalaupapa, where they thought they 


Hale Mohalu equipped with the latest 
facilities for diagnosis and treatment 
Hansen’s disease. Here staff technician 
shown drawing blood from one the pa- 
tients for routine laboratory examination. 
Sulfone drugs used treatment have been 
effective “arresting” the disease. 


had spend the rest their lives. Not 
any more, though. 

Tremendous changes have taken 
place the treatment the patient 
and his related rehabilitation. After 
period treatment, patients may now 
return their homes soon their 
cases are longer communicable, and 
may resume their vocations. During the 
past few years one-third the patients 
treated with the sulfone drugs improved 
sufficiently granted temporary re- 
lease within two years. The other two- 
thirds require longer periods hospi- 
talization. 

Special training now given pa- 
tients who wish learn trade and im- 
prove their skills that they may hold 
better paying jobs when they leave the 


hospital. 

addition modern medicine, 
treatment, rehabilitative facilities, and 
education, some the other important 
advantages which the patients have to- 
day are agricultural projects, super- 
vised recreational programs, accelerated 
employment, and occupational therapy. 

The picture, however, not entirely 
rosy one, While the sulfone drugs are 
effective, the time required “arrest” 
case ‘still long. Difficulty recruit- 
ing qualified professional 
the hospital because comparatively 
low salaries hampers the program. And 
although relatives and friends welcome 
the return patients released from the 
others hesitate acept them 
fully their social and business circles. 
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-Recreation plays important role the hospital’s program for patients. Regularly 
organized team play scheduled regularly-employed recreation director. Volley- 
softball, checker tournaments and billiard competition are popular 
among the patients. large softball field was dedicated Hale Mohalu last year for 


use the patients. 


Illinois Step with Progress 


Many efforts persuade the State 
modernize its laws relating 
Hansen’s disease have finally been suc- 
cessful. amendment the Rules and 
Regulations relating Hansen’s dis- 
ease, approved Dr, Roland Cross, 
State Director Public 
came effective October 23, 1953. The 
Amendment permits home local hos- 
pital treatment infectious patient 
provided environmental conditions are 
satisfactory, and there proper medical 
and nursing care, and contact with 
small children avoided. 

The new rules appear very flex- 
ible and sensible. They give health of- 
ficers the opportunity interpret them 
intelligently and humanely. The rules 
are definitely step with progress and 
are indebted Dr. Eugene Lut- 
terbeck, prominent Chicago radiologist, 
for spearheading the movement 
amend the regulations. 

Dr. Lutterbeck presented the subject 
the Illinois State Medical Society be- 
fore its Section Preventive Medicine 
and Public Health when the Society 
held its annual meeting Chicago 
May 19, 1953. asked for advice and 
help how the physicians 
might persuade the State accept the 
recommendations the American Pub- 
lic Health Association regard Han- 


STAR staffer Joey Guerrero, tiny Fil- 
ipina war heroine, was one the speci- 
reasons for members the Batoa 
Rouge Business and Professional Wom- 
en’s Club visit Carville the after- 
noon October 31. The club the lat- 
est organization come the aid 
who, although holding this coun- 
try’s highest civilian decoration for war- 
time services, the Congressional Medal 
Freedom with Silver Palm, being 
threatened with deportation. 

The “Joey Campaign” the 
Rouge Business and Professional Wom- 
Club now full swing. The 
club’s plan simple, with direct ap- 
peal. They have prepared letter which 
gives complete resume Joey’s case, 
and resolution for other 
clubs adopt. The letter asks its re- 
cipients write their Congressman urg- 
ing passage 2412 (Joey’s citizen- 
ship bill), and give the information 
local newspapers, and then send 
the material friend asking the 
friend likewise, 

Five thousand copies the letter and 
resolution have been printed, through 


fal 


sen’s disease which are official with the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service. Lutterbeck had 
strong support from Dr. Irvin Hum- 
mon, Professor Radiology Loyola 
University, Chicago, Dr. Lendrum 
the University Illinois, and Mr. 
Ralph Greer the American Medical 
from James Doull, Medical Director 
the Leonard Wood Memorial, and 
Dr. Frederick Johansen, endorsing 
the move for Illinois revise its laws 
Hansen’s disease. Statements from 
Dr. Gordon, Medical Officer 
Charge Carville, and his staff, ex- 
pressed the opinion that the proposed 
rules were recommendable. 

Dr. Lutterbeck’s interest Hansen’s 
disease originated several years ago. 
that time decided some experi- 
mental work with radiation the treat- 
ment Hansen’s disease. made his 
first trip Carville January 1950. 
Since then has made several trins 
here, one with Dr. Hummon. Working 
close co-operation with the local med- 
ical staff, Doctors Lutterbeck and 
have been doing some experiment- 
work with special X-Ray machine, 
which they brought here, 
group Carville patients, under- 
stand the two Chicago radiologists have 


Aiding Joey 


the courtesy Francis Holliday the 
Franklin Press, Baton Rouge. “We are 
ready print 50,000 more needed,” 
declared Mrs. Toepfer (Betty 


Nesom) energetic Vice-President the 
club, who heads the campaign, The 
Baton Rouge club sending the materi- 
members their own national or- 


Row: Leocadie Amiss, Mar- 
jorie Beech, Mrs. Sybil Farr, Joey, Mrs. 
Betty Toepfer, Stanley Stein. 2nd Row: Mrs. 
Joyce Baker, Mrs. Helen Belcher, Mildred 
Simmons, Chaplain Carl Elder. 3rd Row: 
Enid Cain, Julia Marie Thelma 
Cogan, Mrs. Hazel Bourke, Monita Goldsby. 
4th Row: Mrs. Alberta Greenfield, Mrs. 
Callie Washburn. 
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been pursuing this experimental work 
their own expense. 

Dr. Lutterbeck’s visits Carville not 
only increased his knowledge the 
medical side Hansen’s disease but 
made him acutely aware its social as- 
pects and the need for enlightenment 
the subject not only among the pub- 
lic but his own profession. are 
grateful Dr. Lutterbeck for bringing 
authoritative information many 
groups, professional and lay, His latest 
address was given before the South 
Shore Lions Club Chicago Septem- 
ber. 

When Dr. Lutterbeck visited here this 
past summer was accompanied 
Mrs. Lutterbeck. Before her marriage 
1952, Mrs. Lutterbeck was Ann 
Goggin, attorney-at-law. She very ac- 
tive the Women’s Bar Association 
and has served editor its 
Mrs. Lutterbeck now shares 
her husband’s interest Carville and 
admits her legal training was great 
help preparing the material for the 
State Medical Society. 

The youngest member the family, 
Dr. Lutterbeck’s teen-age son, Peter, 
brought the need for education 
disease the attention his 
Hi-Y organization its meeting 
Springfield last year. 


ganization, “independent women” 
throughout the country, many whom 
are already interested Joey’s case. 


Interested readers THESTAR may 
have many copies the material 
CAMPAIGN”, 2159 Tulip St., Baton 
Rouge, La. 


The visiting club women, whom 
gave the “grand tour” represented 
variety professions—secretaries, libra- 
rians, chemists, educators, realtors, 
Follow- 
ing their visit, Miss Majorie Beech, cor- 
responding secretary wrote, “We were 
most deeply impressed the fine spirit 
prevailing among both patients and 
staff members—and the warm friend- 
liness evidenced everyone.” 


One the visitors, Miss Leocadie 
Amiss, was amazed the changes she 


here, having last visited Carville 


some years ago during the State re- 
gime, 


Mrs. Jan Sharp President the 
Baton Rouge Business and 
Women’s Club. 
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Post, and the large audience pledge allegi- 
ance the Flag, led Aline Stribbling, 
Unit President. 


Carville took holiday November 
observe Armistice Day. was 
lasting far into the night, 
marked impressive program 
the theatre, outdoor barbecue, golf 
tournament and dance, all arranged 
our local Spann Post 188, the 
American Legion, and Auxiliary Unit. 

Mr. Charles Reynard, professor 
law Louisiana State University was 
the principal speaker. His address key- 
the theme “Cease Firing—Vic- 
tory Peace.” Students from the LSU 
School Music contributed vocal num- 
Baton Rougeans Tom Milliken, 
Gunny Hansen, led com- 
munity singing nostalgic tunes from 
World War Bill Slatter Station 
emceed the diversified program 
with ease and that certain professional 
dash. 

Some the top brass The Ameri- 


ARMISTICE DAY OBSERVED HERE 


Legion from Baton Rouge and this 

were here. National Executive Com- 
mitteeman, Dr. Arthur Choppin, 
friend this hospital, brought greet- 
ings from the national organization, 
end the Sixth District was representea 
Carlisle Richard, Commander, 
Dewey Gonzales, Vice-Command- 
er. Area Commander, Fernan- 
dez, took bow and did Du- 
cote, Commander the Boyd-Ewing 
Post (The University post) 

Disabled American Veterans, Capitol 
City Chapter No. was represented 
its commander, Jack Gallaspy, Niles 
Evans, and Perry Lucas. Her mann 
Moyse, Commander the Military Or- 
der World Wars, and Tames Brown 
representing the Augustin-Ewing Post, 
Veterans Foreign Wars, and others 
from Baton Rouge were introduced. 

Rabbi Marvin Reznikoff, the Lib- 
eral Synagogue, Baton Rouge, Denart- 
ment Chaplain for AMVETS, offered 
Prayer for Our Fallen Comrades,” 
Resident hospital chaplains, Father Ed- 
ward Roudreaux and the Rev. Carl 
gave the Invocation and Benedic- 
tion. 

Rand, Baton Rouge, directed Bob 
played several stirring num- 
bers with the Majorettes prancing 
end down the center aisle the theater. 
The band led the way the picnic 
grounds under the oaks where they gave 
concert while the big barbecue was 


wy 


The barbecue treat was sponsored the 
Nationale Forty and through 
Crande Voiture Baton Rouge 
Voyageurs Frank Nesom, Albert Steinback, 
Spann, Sam Michael and others 
prepared and served it. 


being served visitors, 
sonnel and patients. 

handsome trophy, donated the 
Bobby Wallace Unit (Jefferson, La.), 
Legion Auxiliary was awarded the win- 
ner the golf tournament. 

The Disabled American Veterans Na- 
tional Auxiliary sponsored the dance. 
generous check from Mrs. Ann Web- 
er, Colorado Springs, National Adju- 
tent the D.A.V. Auxiliary, sent 
Mrs, Florence Green, Kalamazco, Mich., 
D.A.V. National Hospital Chairman, 
made possible engage Tommy 
Crews and his band from Baton Rouge. 
Colorful square dancing 
mission featured the “Red, White and 
Blue Square,” group five couples 
from Baton Rouge, with Mr, Joe 
O’Brien caller, 


SIXTY-NINE PATIENTS GRADUATE FROM IN-SFRVICE PROGRAM 


The satisfaction and pride person- 
accomplishment boosted morale high 
here the evening November 
when patients marched down the 
aisle the theater carrying the tradi- 
tional Florence Nightingale candle, 
receive diplomas from Dr. Gor- 
don, Medical Officer Charge, for hav- 
ing completed courses “In-Service 
Program” medical auxiliary work. 
Each patient wore the uniform his 
her particular department—white for 
men orderlies the infirmary, blue for 
the women orderlies, and gray for all 
with duties outside the infirmary, Four 
non-patients received diplomas psy- 
chiatric bedside nursing attendants, 

Dr. Gordon commended the class say- 
ing, “This program one the most 
important here for instructs medi- 
cal care the ill and one form re- 
habilitation for those taking it.” Dr. 
Wolcott, Clinical Director, assisted 
the distribution the and 
said that had been difficult decide 
who should have special awards but 
that four the class were being cited 
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Sister Victoria-presents special award 
one member the class. Three others were 
also cited. 


for their promptness and their regular- 
ity attending classes. 

The “In-Service Program” this hos- 
pital, wherein patients are instructed 
the care other patients, well 
duties housekeeping attendants, 
unique, probably the only hospital pro- 
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its kind the country. The 
courses have been conducted for the 
past three years, employing visual 
films with lectures and 
demonstrations. 
courses are currently under the 
direction Sister Victoria, member 
the Sisters Charity, Daughters St. 
Vincent Paul. This Order has been 
charge nursing duties Carville 
since 1896. Present Chief Nurse Sis- 
ter Teresa Kelly. 

the total patient enrollment (cur- 
rently about 366), 123 patients are reg- 
ular part-time government employees, 
filling such jobs hospital orderlies, 
housekeeping attendants, librarian, cler- 
ical, print shop workers, and mainten- 
ance, The part-time patient jobs require 
from sixteen thirty-eight hours 
work per week, salaries ranging from 
sixty sixty-eight cents per hour, Forty- 
eight patients are employed relief 
workers. 

Patients are now enrolling for the 
new classes the “In-Service Program” 
which will begin Feb. 1954. 
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Biochemist Comments Dr. Gay’s Provocative Paper 


appreciate the privilege review- 
ing the copy Dr. Gay’s manuscript 
“Leprosy Symptom—Not Disease— 
Sept. have gone over ex- 
tremely carefully and feel that other 
than possible lack “tracer” elements 

patients with Hansen’s disease, does 
not appear logical that the hypothesis 
proposed fits into the picture, 

Leprosy very old disease and 
times there have been real epidemics 
(which not think could caused 
wind and erosion upon soil) deplet- 
ing the soil mineral elements such 
those mentioned The disease 
played havoc Europe during the mid- 
dle centuries and then finally almost 
completely died out, and this was with- 
out the knowledge lack cultivation 
soil building the soil. This also 
has happened our day the island 
Nauru which almost the entire Is- 
landers developed the disease. 
disease, likewise, was very prevalent 
Norway the 1800s, namely several 
thousand cases, and today there are 
more than known. 


Doctor Gay also points out his in- 
troduction that the disease (leprosy) 
exists now other parts the world 
where was introduced man and 
then later the manuscript, states 
substance that leprosy spread not with 
the migration mankind, but because 
mankind created new environments, 


Another misleading point that Dr. 
Gay states that healthy workers around 
and with leprosy patients practically 
never contract leprosy. This not cor- 
rect since there are number cases 
healthy workers who have contracted 
the disease working with the patients. 
True the disease classified feebly 
communicated which would true 
since proportion the numbers 
cases with the disease throughout the 
world, known contacts that have devel- 
oped the disease not common. 

With reference lepra-fever—there 
are number types reactions 
leprosy. They are all termed allergic— 
but certain cases can definitely 
stated that the fever and the reaction 
was caused the breaking down 
foci within the body liberating 
the bacilli—since these periods ex- 
acerbation the bacilli can readily 
found the circulating blood stream. 

Dr. Gay also states that known 
fact that actual leprosy patients, migrat- 
ing new and unexploited soils, have 
lost all signs and symptoms leprosy 
themselves, and leprosy did not appear 
their subsequent progeny and here 
again resembles Bang’s disease. From 


experience Carville, patients who have 
gone states which leprosy not 
prevalent have become far more active 
than they were while Carville. The 
Minnesota incident cannot regarded 
the light that Dr. Gay believes since 
the majority these peoples migrated 
from Norway and the disease decreased 
both places. Minnesota, too, believe 
farming country. 

Another point not accord with pres- 
ent day beliefs that Dr. Gay states that 
has another peculiar characteris- 
tic that extremely resistant 
treatment the many drugs and com- 
chaulmoogra oil, an- 
tibiotics, etc., have had little effect 
the progress the disease, whole- 
heartedly disagree with that since have 
been here for years and have wit- 
nessed spectacular results with the sul- 
fone group drugs. just don’t have 
the progression the disease had 
previous 1941. 

believe that there are even normal 
people metabolic patterns based Gen- 
etic differences enzyme patterns 
which control biochemical reactions 
the body. This genetrotrophic approach 
could explain predisposition cer- 
tain diseases individual variations 
metabolism and nutritional require- 
ments, also think that the adaptive re- 
actions the animal body the stress 
nutrients can involve favorable changes 
nutrient requirements nutrient 
utilization. Taylor (Science, Jr. 1950) 
astudy the effect successive facts 
the ability man withstand fast- 
ing during hard work demonstrated 
“that repeated exposure the fasting 
state resulted more effective adapta- 
tion fasting,” revealed metabol- 
ic, physiological and psychometric meas- 
urements. 

Certain studies have been made 
leprosy among which have been the cal- 
metabolism. these studies 
wes noted that the patients (regardless 
diet the amount bone changes) 
had serum calcium content within the 
normal range. There was noted, how- 
ever, reverse the diffusible and col- 
loidal fractions. The administration 
viosterol controlled this. 

could and on. feel that 
Doctor Gay’s article was well planned 
and thought out. also feel that 
had could have better knowledge 
the disease leprosy working with 
something could accomplished. 

all research, each bit informa- 
tion even though might appear in- 
significant itself, broadens the scope 
knowledge and permits greater appre- 
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ciation the vast intricacies biologic 
function. 

Sister Hilary Ross, Biochemist 

NOTE: submitted Dr. 
Gay’s manuscript Sister Hilary be- 
fore she left for Europe and asked her 


turn Sister Hilary for ad- 


vice matters scientific, and would 
not presume question com- 
ments Dr. Gay’s hypothesis they 
relate biological chemistry Han- 
sen’s disease, which subject she 
recognized international authority. 
However, Sister’s comments touch 
other than biochemistry, points 
which are extremely controversial even 
among scientists themselves, and 
which ourselves feel very strongly. 
hold opinions these points 
which not exactly coincide with 
those expressed Sister Hilary. 

Since the next issue THE STAR 
will our Chrismas number and 
has been our policy not include any- 
thing controversial nature the 
holiday issue, shall present our views 
the January, 1954, issue THE 

Some our readers may wonder why 
Sister Hilary uses the traditional mis- 
nomer almost throughout her comments 
rather than the term Hansen’s disease. 
her scientific writings Sister Hilary 
abides the official no- 
menclature which still, unfortunately, 
retains the ancient stigmatic name 
designate the disease, but this does not 
necessarily mean that she agrees with it. 
Enroute Spain, Sister Hilary and Sis- 
ter Laura stopped St. Louis where 
they were interviewed, The St. Louis 
Register (Sept. 1953) reported, 
“When asked the outstanding 
sion thetr three decades work 
among the patients, they 
gether, ‘The name much worse 
than the disease. The word “leper” 
anathema those who know 
what social havoc works, and are 
trying substitute “Hansen’s 
for 

United Press released wire story 
Dr. Gay’s paper after appeared 
THE 1953). The 
story, by-lined Delos Smith, was car- 
ried number papers throughout 
the country; for instance: “Suggests lep- 
rosy really not disease, but rather 
deficiency condition” (St. Albons, Vt., 
Daily “New theory 
Conn., American—Oct. 5). 
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Madrid Congress 


Through the courtesy Mr. Perry 
Burgess, President the Leonard 
Wood Memorial, THE STAR has re- 
ceived copy the report the Com- 
mittee Social Aspects from the “Sixth 
International Congress Leprosy,” 
Madrid (Oct. 3-10). Mr, Burgess served 
this committee which the only 
other English speaking member was Dr. 
Harry Arnold, Jr., Honolulu, 

The “Social report, like all 
other reports and resolutions the 
Madrid Congress, first published 
the quarterly known the “Interna- 
tional Journal Leprosy” official or- 
gan the organization known the 
“International Leprosy co- 
sponsor the Madrid Congress, before 
appears print elsewhere. However, 
THE STAR seeking permission 
publish this particular report our 
January 1954 number and, course, 
shall comment fully that 
time. But, may now noted that 
proposal one the report deals with 
nomenclature. The Committee main- 
tained the status quo approving the 
resolution adopted the Havana Con- 
gress, five years ago, regard this 
vitally important question. The gist 
the Havana Congress resolution should 
familiar regular readers THE 
STAR since have referred 
many times, Briefly, the decision Ha- 
vana and re-affirmed Madrid, that 
the use the term “leper” aban- 


Maintains Nomenclature Status Quo 


doned designate the patient, but that 
the name “leprosy” should retained 
the scientific designation for the dis- 
ease. 

Action the Madrid Congress re- 
gard nomenclature, rather lack 
action from our view point, was about 
expected but was none-the- 
less disappointing. Athough there seems 
practically unanimous agreement 
Riblical and the disease 
which that name applied today are 
not one and the same, the majority 
the officials, particularly the old guard, 

Here significant observation 
from Dr. Kellersberger, New York, 
General Secretary the 
Leprosy Missions, Inc.”: don’t be- 
lieve have ever been any Congress, 
end this third one, which the 
word ‘Hansen’s Disease’ was less used 
this one Madrid. don’t believe 
you would have been happy you had 
seen all the old terms used, before. 
And yet believe there was more sym- 
pathy, and more understanding and 
more hope and love for those with ‘Han- 
Disease’ (as you believe shouid 
called only) than have ever seen 
before. Yes, believe that must 
above all, educated pub- 
lic ovinion the disease. was present 
the final session the International 


Leprosy Association and the resolution 
that you called ‘evanescent’ presented 
Havana was re-affirmed this Con- 
gress.” 

Dr. Kellersberger’s reference the 
need for “educated public opinion” 
after all the indispensable factor. 
depends the success any program 
for control the disease, not men- 
tion its humanitarian aspects. The au- 
thorities themselves have said this over 
and over again. Can this educated pub- 
lic achieved while still re- 
taining the stigmatic terms “leprosy” 
and “leper?” That the question. For, 
you embrace the parent word you 
foster the use the other, even though 
your intentions are otherwise. 

view the decision the Mad- 
rid Congress, once addressed 
his colleagues distinguished 
physician working this field seems 
more meaningful than ever, “The 
blood all our shirtfronts take 


the sting out the words leper and 
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have spent two days Barcelona 
where left the Our interest 
that ancient city was not much the 
buildings and bustling 
chief industrial city was 
the Masden Leprosarium few miles 
out the country. the city itself 
sew the grim, windowless, stone chapel 
remanent the oldest leprosar- 
and possibly the world, 
having been built 1117. Eight hun- 
and thirty-six years later there are 
those ill with the disease and they 
still restrained from contact with 
the well population. 

There met Luis and wife took 
his picture—took it, she explained 
the other patients, because looked 
like American, shout delight 
greeted her statement. “Americano,” 
they instantly named him. “And ‘Amer- 
icano’ will from now on,” one 
the doctors told us. 


When entered the automobile 
little later return the city, the en- 
tire population the colony was wav- 
from the upper windows and 

Perry Burgess, President 
Leonard Wood Memorial 


Cora and Perry Burgess have visited 
Hansen’s disease communities almost 
every part the world, and following 
their the Madrid Con- 

* * * 

went from Madrid, after the 
gress” Valencia. There Dr. Jerrier 
Gilland made possible for see 
the famous Fontilles Jesuit institu- 
tion, one Spain’s largest communities 
for Hansen’s disease), Dr. Felix Con- 
treras Duenos first doctor com- 
mand but was bringing Dr, Wade 
and Dr. Rodriquez (of the Philippines) 
from Madrid, the following day—so his 
next command was charge, 
handsome Spaniard. spoke Eng- 
lish but French,—so managed slight- 
ly, linguistic abilities are more 
“comprendo” than “parley.” 

Let give you word picture 
this Ashram (as say India), this 
retreat for those suffering from HD—for 
Fontilles beautiful its setting, 
high the mountains Spain about 
kilos from Valencia, There vista 
from the buildings looking onto the 
blue Mediterranean—as one were sit- 
ting the queen’s box the opera, 
the Diamond Horseshoe with the sea 
stage. The mountains are grayish with 
olive trees and stones, until the sun 
strikes full them—at that magic 
touch they come alive, distracting from 


Letters from Spain 


the beauty the water, otherwise, they 
serve frame for the blue picture. 
the mountain steep, terraces 
stone are necessary the build- 
ings white washed brick with tiled 
roofs. Terrace upon terrace dormi- 
tories, small houses, laundry, church, 
theatre, clinics and home for the good 
sisters, another official one for admin- 
istration. doctors and Fathers, From 
this walked out onto ter- 
race that seemed suspended midair, 
the view was breath taking, truly. 
All this festooned with roses, flower- 
ine fragrant myrtle and jasmine—foun- 
tains fact the name 
Fontilles means founts,” but 
—of healing the spirit well the 
body. have friend who patient 
wonderful girl. She told 
this beauty peace that permeates the 
place, 

recall hearing that Carville had 
everything but location! Oh, how 
thought you that day Fontilles. 
How you would have breathed deep 
the pure air, listened the running 
fast mountain streams and drunk the 
fragrance innumerable flowers— 
whilst sitting small patio under 
glistening green orange tree waiting un- 
til December for juicy ripe orange 
plov you the head! How perfect 
would for Carville transplanted 
such veritable fairyland. friend 
arrived here over year ago—in that 
time she says she has acquired new out- 
look life that going benefit her 
for the rest her life, when she leaves 
and can gather the pieces her home 
together that fell apart when 
came ill. Her cottage the highest 
terrace. was out breath climbing 
and get it. The agile Father 
who escorted me, literally scooted from 
ene terrace another. laughingly ac- 
him! 

The doctors residence there, one 
Italian with his family, were justly 
their “work was well 
arranged, very complete and absolutely 
immaculate—in fact buillding 
wes. the food supply storage 
house off the kitchen, little 
little miss 5X5 was working away the 
kitchen, preparing meat for the next 
meal, and nearby saw big table cov- 
ered with fresh cut onions drying—the 
sun beating down them from 
perture the roof, put head 
the door there was quiet harmonious 
singing coming from some place near— 
sure enough corner the little 
room was group girls and boys cut- 


ting huge mound onions—tears 
were streaming down their laughing 
faces and they were making jolly music 
make fun whilst doing and 
miserable task. But how delicious 
hot stew can when flavored with 
dried onions—the patients would 
get strong such food! 


Elizabeth Williams 


One usually addresses Elizabeth 
liams New York, care Thomas 
Cook and Sons, because this charming 
woman, author, artist and world tra- 
veller, seems have been born under 
wandering star. She recently finished 
writing and illustrating book the 
South Sea Islands where she spent some 
time. her way home from the trip 
the South Seas she became interested 
the well-being people with Han- 
sen’s disease. Mrs, Williams visited Car- 
ville January, 1952. her present 
trip, Elizabeth will land Bombay 
freighter from Genoa. Before reaching 
she will have traveled through 
Sbein, the French and Italian Rivieras, 
the northern Africa, and 
hrobably Egypt. India, Mrs, Wil- 
liams “settle down” for two 
the Hospital, Am- 
bala, where she will 
worker under Dr. Paul and part her 
duties will concerned with the 
the Hansen’s disease 
hatients there. Quite difference 
her apartment New York. 
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that you should know disease 


“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
“official” with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are ad- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases 
sheer What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 

* * * 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


mitted freely, They are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their home semi- annually 
for periods month, 

based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 
ing. 


* * 

| * * 


TOM TALK 


“In one classes, our intructor told case where man with 
disease was working cigarette factory and that people who lived the area 
and smoked the cigarettes came down with this disease, there any truth 
this story?” 

large university school nursing one the New England states. 

This ridiculous old yarn, with variations, has been kicking around since the 
days Sir Walter Raleigh. Every now and then pops some different 


section the country and even doctors and nurses fall for it, hook, line and 


sinker. 


YOU knocked the stuffing out your tom-turkey— 
YOU can help knock the stuffing out such tom-foolishness 


cigarette story, 


YOU can this subscribing THE STAR for libraries the schoois 


your area. 
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